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Feminist Agroecology

Introduction

All over the world, there are millions of farmers, peasants, artisanal fishers, and other people 
mobilising and organising around agroecology as a way of opposing agri-business control 
and takeover of our food system. Who produces food, how food is produced, processed and 
distributed and sold/ acquired are key political questions and sites of struggle in the 21st 
Century. Agroecology seeks to help peasants, farmers and small producers to move “beyond 
the domains and limits imposed by capital”.

Agriculture is one of the key areas where capitalism is trying to maximise profits. As a result, 
our food systems worldwide are being increasingly industrialised and controlled by agri-
business multinational corporations (MNCs), turning food into a market commodity that 
millions cannot afford. This violates people’s inherent right to food and right to life, creating 
greater poverty and household food insecurity and unprecedented levels of hunger 
worldwide.

Industrial agriculture is also poisoning our bodies, our environments and attempting to make 
smallholder farmers consumers of and dependent on inputs (e.g. seeds, fertilisers, pesticides) 
supplied by agri-business often with the support of subsidies from our governments. The 
use of these inputs (which rely on fossil fuels) and large-scale destruction of forests across 
the world is also one of the main contributors to climate change.

Agriculture in developing countries in the global South (Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and 
Latin America) is specifically targeted. Besides targeting national agriculture production, 
MNCs and some funders also target smallholder farmers and put them under pressure to 
“modernise”.   They promote local projects based on the Green Revolution, dependent on the 
purchase of ‘improved seeds’, GMOs, and industrial fertilisers and pesticides. These destroy 
biodiversity and poison our soils. Once farmers start using these inputs it is very difficult to 
reverse these processes and stop dependency. These MNCs projects also promote mono-
cropping, adoption of new technologies, contract farming, food and other crops for exports 
and even of food and other crops for agro-fuels. Some programmes also promote ‘organic 
mono-crop farming’ and ‘climate smart agriculture’. Not only do such programmes destroy 
traditional farming by promoting the use of expensive ‘organic inputs’, often produced 
by the same agri-MNCs that produce the agro-chemicals we reject, but they also destroy 
biodiversity and often produce for export.

All this is creating havoc in rural areas. Women are often the most badly affected as they 
are, traditionally, responsible for the production of food and for providing care in their 
households. Agroecology seeks to counteract the many damages being done by industrial 
agriculture. Agroecology promotes sustainable farming practices, the production of food 
that promote health and varied diets that are in tune with our different cultures and seeks to 
ensure greater social and environmental justice in the world.

Agroecology encourages the use of traditional farming practices/ methods developed by 
our ancestors and that have sustained humanity for thousands of years.  These practices vary 
widely across the world but they all try to work in harmony with nature and the surrounding 
environments, based on traditional scientific knowledge. We can say that all these methods 
are agroecological. This is our collective heritage developed and accumulated through a 
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dialogue between different farmers.

Besides traditional farming methods, agroecology also incorporates new contemporary 
scientific knowledge and innovations, as long as they serve the interests and needs of 
smallholder food producers and the impoverished in general.

Feminist Agroecology

The Rural Women’s Assembly in Southern Africa, in a bid to respond to climate change shocks, 
has been sharing strategies aimed at building rural women’s resilience. RWA has identified 
Feminist Agroecology (FAE) as one of the solutions. 

How is Feminist Agroecology different from other forms of agroecology, principles of 
agroecology and the nexus between women and agroecology? Agroecology can be defined 
as a sustainable approach to farming which produces healthy and culturally appropriate 
food, preserves natural resources, applies social, biological, and agricultural sciences and 
integrates this with traditional indigenous farmers knowledge. 

Feminist Agroecology was then introduced and defined as a principle which focuses on 
redressing the unequal gender relations in farming. Feminist Agroecology recognizes and 
promotes the historical, social, and farming practices of women and is regarded as an 
opportunity to redress the unequal relations in the current food system. Women represent 
43% of the agriculture labour and 80% percent of food is produced on family farms, yet 
women face limited access to productive resources. This shows that women play an important 
role in agriculture and they must be given more access to productive assets. 

Feminist Agroecology is gaining ground as a movement and as a set of practices that are 
advancing food systems transformation through challenging patterns of women farmer 
exploitation currently deep rooted in the dominant agricultural models. The 13 principles 
of agroecology include recycling, input reduction, soil health, animal health, biodiversity, 
synergy, economic diversification, co-creation of knowledge: social values and diets, 
fairness, connectivity, land and natural resource governance and participation. RWA 
welcomes Feminist Agroecology as a solution to the current modern crisis (climate change), 
contrasting with the dominant commercial agricultural model based on the use of external 
input contributing to environment degradation and climate change.

Feminist Practices and Agroecology 

As a movement that promotes the self-organisation of women and fights to change the world 
and the lives of women, feminist practices in agroecology also include struggles against 
key manifestations of capitalism: patriarchy, racism, violence, oppression and exploitation of 
both peoples’ labour and nature as a whole. Feminists insist that while we need and rely on 
natural resources for our survival and livelihoods we must acknowledge and respect their 
limits and preserve nature.

Feminists question and reject the capitalist conception of the economy that only sees value 
in activities carried out in the capitalist market – ie. based on wage labour and buying and 
selling goods and services for profit but does not recognise the value of “invisible” work that 
is mostly carried out by women. For example, the work done by rural women on a daily basis 
– producing and preparing food for the household, nurturing and taking care of the family 
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to ensure the next generation of farmers and workers – is never recognised.

While feminists assert the need for monetary income, feminist agroecologists seek different 
ways of organising the economy: to achieve a balance between self-consumption and sales 
and encouraging short circuits (whereby producers are as close as possible to consumers); 
a solidarity economy that incorporates and values reciprocity, self-management and 
overcomes the sexual division of labour. However, for women to enter new economic spaces 
they must have the right and access public services such as transport, health and education.

The FAE puts women and nature at the centre and it emphasises the intimate relationship 
which exists between women and nature. It recognises and acknowledges that since creation 
women have been defending and protecting nature and the other commons. 

RWA organises an annual seven day Agroecology Feminist School as a methodology to raise 
awareness, building community resilience and safeguarding nature. To date, we have hosted 
two schools, one in Zimbabwe (2022) and the other in Zambia (2023). The Schools are 
attended by women from across the region, with special emphasis on the inclusion of young 
women.  The 2024 Feminist Agroecology is tentatively planned to take place in Tanzania.

Why Feminist Agroecology (FAE)

RWA believes that FAE is the only sustainable way to farm. FAE produces healthy food while 
preserving natural resources, applying social, biological, agricultural science and integrating 
these with traditional indigenous farmers' knowledge and cultures. It’s an opportunity to 
reclaim our power as custodians of sustainable food systems and challenges the power 
dynamics in the current exploitative and oppressive agri-food regime.

The Principles of Agroecology

As RWA, we work with the following principles which protects nature and supports a 
Agroecosystem is a system that produces food while protecting nature’s Food System. It 
supports the building of rural women’s resilience to climate change and involves the 
promotion of traditional seeds and land governance.

Major  reflections from the FAE schools were that rural women are the custodians of indigenous 
knowledge and practices. Rural women have always been practising agroecology although 
their contributions are not recognised and documented. Seed corporations are claiming the 
patent rights which belong to women. Rural women and their mothers powerfully multiplied 
seeds in their diversities for their wellbeing and for their families and communities. The 
ownership and sharing of seeds was an identity issue and a true sign of Africanism. This gave 
women unity, voice, power of self-preservation and determination.  

Food Systems

As the RWA we promote nutritious food, rural women’s seed ownership, sharing and 
preservation for self-determination, economic empowerment, food security and sovereignty. 
RWA recognises food as a basic birth right and human right and that seeds gives women voice 
and power. Like all other forms of violence against rural women and girls, food injustice is a 
form of deep structural violence interlocked with Cultural Hegemony and power imbalances. 
In the rural communities of Africa, the cultivation of, ownership and preservation of food 
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was a sacred sign of power and sovereignty.

Seed Audit, Selection, Saving and Sharing 

Seeds is a major facet of the FAE and RWA encourages and promotes the use of the 
traditional seeds which are resistant to droughts and other harsh conditions and climate 
change induced pests and diseases. In that manner a seed audit was  carried out in seven 
RWA Country Chapters including: Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, South Africa, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. The seed audit was  instrumental in identifying the indigenous 
seeds that the women from the region have in their possession in the light of the ongoing 
global seed imperialism. 

Advocacy Work for Supporting of Traditional Seeds

Rural women are lobbying for support for the growing and processing of traditional seeds, 
especially those with smaller grains as is done with hybrid commercial grains like maize and 
soya beans. This support will address the processing of sorghum after harvesting.  RWA is 
advocating for the government to roll out the labour saving technology for the harvesting 
of sorghum and other small grains in the form of  trashers.
RWA sisters proposed that the following recommendations regarding seeds systems and 
managing farmer varieties:

•	 There is need to register the stable ones quicker by crop types for wider production.
•	 Research to prioritize FM studies by crop types.
•	 Seed industry to champion production and marketing.
•	 Governments to develop a supportive legislative framework.
•	 Enhanced collection and conservation through national PGR systems (seed banks 

and gene banks).
•	 Develop markets and support sustainable utilization.
•	 Support local diets and utilization.
•	 Legalising seed swap within the region.

Seed Banks

The RWA members from the region were encouraged to be seed multipliers and savers 
because the power of a woman farmer lies in the seed (No seed, No farmer, No farmer, No 
life). Seed bank establishment for women groups was being promoted in Zimbabwe and 
Zambia. 

During the Feminist Agroecology in Zambia a number of topical issues surrounding seed 
systems SARWA  pointed out why rural women are failing to influence seed system policies. 
Women highlighted that capitalism and multinational companies being a driver to rural 
women’s failure to influence policies around seed systems. Lack of knowledge  of farmers 
rights and government policies which are not allowing our seeds to be recognized.

The participants of the 2023 Feminist School of Agroecology were also enlightened on 
the creation of counter systems. As a solution to the problems faced by women, RWA have 
created agency through creation of community and household Seed banks. Women have an 
opportunity to showcase their traditional seed varieties during community seed fairs which 
gives rise to the concept of seed sharing through solidarity and women empowerment. 
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Women in their respective communities are identifying key seed multiplies and their 
responsibility is to ensure seed multiplication of traditional seed varieties, women are trained 
on seed multiplication. Zimbabwe RWA groups are empowered to the extent that they are at 
the forefront of seed campaigns and taking part in  decision making and lobbying for seed 
system policies. 
 
Given the role of women in agroecology, it is important for the Rural Women’s Assembly and 
Women continues to build rural women’s capacity to challenge unequal access to land and 
other natural resources as well lobbying and advocating governments to support adoption 
and full implementation of Feminist Agroecology at all levels.
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Regional RWA GBV Strategy 2023-2024

Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, Madagascar, Lesotho, Swaziland, South Africa, 
Namibia

Introduction

This Strategy will be used to inform RWA Regional campaigns around Gender Based Violence 
(GBV) as it relates to rural women farmers struggles (seed and food sovereignty, women’s 
access to land and other commons and control over their bodies) and create knowledge 
base around these issues. The Strategy is being developed at a time when RWA members are 
beginning to understand how institutional and structural violence is affecting their struggles 
to reclaim their rights to  land, seed, food, health and other productive resources. It comes 
at a time when the world is edging closer to the year 2030 which was set as a final year 
for achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This GBV Strategy 
has been developed with consideration of both the Regional and International contexts to 
ensure that the interventions proposed are sustainable and respond to both specific and 
general environments obtaining in the region and beyond.

Gender based violence and land  - Violence against women (VAW) is structural:

The Rural Women’s Assembly in Southern Africa describes itself as movement that fights and 
organises in defence of the commons: land, water, seeds, oceans, forests, food and nature. 
This notwithstanding, the movement could not ignore the ongoing and daily gender-
based violence (GBV); domestic violence, femicide and the interpersonal violence in our 
communities. 

The Feminist Participatory Action Research (FPAR) that our members conducted in nine  
countries in Southern Africa (Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, South Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland, 
Namibia, Madagascar and Zimbabwe) highlights the fact that rural women are no longer 
voiceless as survivors of GBV are speaking out about the structural violence in our societies. 
They are building a Voice and Agency and  taking an active role in the fight.

Violence against women: An issue for the state

For the RWA, it is clear that GBV cannot and should not be seen simply as violence against 
random women or girls. Rather it is deeply rooted in cultural, religious and institutional 
structures of our society which are reinforced by rules, laws, traditions and customs, as well 
as sexist language. These structures have both a conscious and subconscious influence 
on the way people think, behave and are socialised.  The report tells the story of how the 
state has failed to protect women and communities against violence. It points to the dismal 
failure of the institutions to support women and girls, the poor resourcing and lip-service of 
governments to the issue. 

We live in a capitalist society in which violence is steeped in and in fact is its very root. It is based 
on making profit for a few who own the resources, the land, the factories while exploiting 
the life and labour force of others, leaving the majority with nothing: inequality, poverty and 
unemployment become normalised and institutionalised. This system patriarchal as women 
carry the burden of social reproduction – women reproduce life, maintain the family, the 
household and communities by providing care and it is poor, rural women, working class 
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women that carry the heaviest loads and burdens. It is these women that are most at risk of 
domestic violence due to their landlessness and lack of other productive resources, impact 
of climate change, hunger, lack of voice and agency, lack of access to sexual and reproductive 
health services and lack of bodily autonomy and integrity.

Who controls land?

In rural areas and in villages, it is rural women who produce food, cultivate the land, save 
seeds and have the task of care yet women have no control and ownership of land. Despite 
policies and proclamations, women’s rights are precarious and weak. According to the FAO 
(http://www.fao.org/gender-landrights-database/data- map/statistics/en) women have 
20% less agricultural land despite playing a major role in food production and the land that 
women do hold tend to be smaller and of poorer quality than held by men.  The inequalities 
between men and women are among the strongest predictors of domestic violence. 

It is in the ownership and control of land that patriarchal society excludes poor women 
despite progressive laws and constitutions, and women’s exclusion and dispossession is 
reinforced by traditions and customs. It is here where we see extreme instances of violence 
against women in our region.  Globally, research tells us that secure land rights can increase 
a woman’s economic independence and her bargaining power and reduce her vulnerability 
to GBV.   Therefore, providing women with secure tenure over the land and resources is 
viewed as an important goal to fight poverty and hunger, GBV and to promote gender 
equality and empowerment.

History tells us that patriarchy is part of what has become a universal system of social 
control of women by men for thousands of years but reinforced and strengthened under 
the capitalist system and its private ownership and control of all means of production and 
social surplus. Besides women’s oppression this system also has class, racial and ethnic 
dimensions.  The GBV and femicide crisis we are witnessing in our region, which we think has 
reached the level of a GBV pandemic, more than doubled during the COVI-19 pandemic and 
has continued to rise on the backdrop of post covid economic crises from which there has 
been no immediate recovery. In South Africa, for instance, some measures favoured capital 
while victimising and closing down activities by small producers, traders and business 
(while capital controlled supermarkets - one key site for spread of infections – were the 
only ones allowed to operate). The struggle and battle to survive, the anger and despair 
in improvised communities/ regions was and continues to be turned inwards and is kept 
within those communities through the concentration of power in state police and/or private 
security. It is no coincidence that the extreme levels of GBV in the country are recorded 
against black women in impoverished working class black communities. While one CANNOT 
justify the violence perpetuated by men on women and children, a call to end GBV cannot 
be made without also calling for immediate measures to start eliminating the high levels of 
poverty and destitution and unemployment and mobilising against both capitalism and its 
patriarchal roots. 

Background

This GBV Strategy is informed by the findings of the Feminist Participatory Action Research 
(PAR) that was carried out in the nine RWA chapter countries in 2022. The Strategy will 
guide GBV interventions in all ten RWA member countries (Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, 
Madagascar, Lesotho, Swaziland, South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe and Tanzania). 
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Major Findings: 

Below are the major findings of the GBV PAR:

•	 The Audit established the linkages that exist between GBV and rural women’s political 
struggles (women’s access to land, seed politics, food sovereignty, climate justice and 
health)

•	 It highlighted the systemic and structural causes and drivers of GBV-patriarchy, 
capitalism, harmful cultural and religious practices.

•	 It showed a weak response and monitoring mechanisms of GBV including sexual 
gender based violence (SGBV) at community, national and regional level

•	 a weak and fragmented policy frameworks and strategies and where these exist there 
is lack of political will to implement and make them a lived reality for marginalised 
rural women farmers

•	 poor coordination and collaboration amongst the key players in GBV response and 
prevention at community level, local and national levels

•	 lack of deep understanding of the structural causes of GBV and the interconnectedness 
that exist between GBV and women’s landlessness, capture of agricultural systems 
and their right to seed and food sovereignty amongst RWA members

•	 Lack of women’s participation in leadership and decision making processes particularly 
in  land and natural resources governance

•	 lack of survivor support and adequate safety nets at community, local, sub-national 
and national levels, 

•	 Lack of proper coordination and enforcement of AU and SADC Policy Frameworks
•	 high levels of discrimination against the LGBQIT community, 
•	 under-resourcing of GBV support and response institutions 
•	 high incidence of domestic violence, sexual abuse, child marriages and land grabs
•	 survivors spoke of little to zero faith in the police and judicial system due to high 

levels of corruption
•	 lack of equal opportunities and women’s representation in most institutions 

interviewed including land allocation and provision of other key services that help 
marginalised rural women's fight against injustices.

Strategic Goal

To address the structural causes of Gender Based Violence in RWA member countries whilst 
deepening members understanding of women’s landlessness, capture of agricultural systems 
and their right to seed and food sovereignty as well as bodily autonomy and integrity.

Objectives

This strategy seeks to achieve the following objectives:

1.	 To build and strengthen RWA structures at community level to become part of the 
Response and Referral pathway

2.	 To build a Voice and Agency of RWA members to challenge and transform Systems, 
Structures and Institutions of power in the fight against GBV

3.	 To draw the attention of Regional and International Institutions to recognise and 
accept that GBV is a crisis that needs urgent attention



52 

Expected Results

•	 Each country has community safety nets (safe spaces) and Healing Circles in GBV 
hotspot areas that offer support to survivors of GBV

•	 RWA members understand the structural nature of violence- the systemic oppression 
and domination of women and girls due to patriarchy and capitalism

•	 Increased consciousness amongst RWA members of the intersectional oppressions 
against women and their connection to GBV

•	 Transformed Systems, Structures and Institutions for Improved and Responsive Case 
Management that respect Human Rights including LGBQIT Rights

•	 Each country has a collective of trained GBV Activists and Healing Circles Facilitators 
who are able to link GBV to women’s lack of access to land and other productive 
resources, seed and food sovereignty, SRHR and bodily autonomy, lack of women’s 
participation in leadership and decision making processes and the relationship 
between women’s bodies and nature

•	 Regular and effective engagements with key stakeholders in all ten countries
•	 Successful campaigns against GBV and Child Marriages
•	 RWA has successfully engaged with SADC, AU and UN Commission on the Status of 

Women on the need to recognise GBV, Femicide and Child Marriages as a Crisis that 
requires urgent attention resulting in GBV being recognised as a crisis and receiving 
adequate attention and resources

•	 The GBV Task Team has the capacity to conduct regular Participatory Monitoring and 
Evaluation

Strategic Focus Areas:

Based on the above PAR Findings, participating countries came up with three Strategic 
Focus Areas (SFAs) that ensures strong collaboration across the region in the fight to end 
GBV by addressing the systemic and structural drivers of GBV whilst linking national and 
regional initiatives to the international Agenda on ending GBV. The SFAs do not treat GBV as 
an isolated issue but as part of the political struggles that women, particularly rural women 
farmers face.

Strategic Focus Area 1: Community Systems Strengthening

This Strategic Focus Area (SFA) entails strengthening RWA community structures and building 
collective knowledge whilst deepening the analysis of GBV and its inter-connectedness to 
the political struggles of women. It entails establishing safe spaces and Healing Clubs at 
community level where survivors of GBV can meet and discuss issues in a safe and protected 
environment. Healing Club Facilitators will uphold confidentiality and 1st do no harm to 
ensure the protection of survivors of GBV.

The SFA will transform Systems, Structures and Institutions of power and challenge Patriarchy 
and Capitalism and mobilising rural women to defend their land rights and their bodies. 
Under this SFA we will establishing and strengthen community safety nets and healing 
circles. RWA will address the intersectionality between GBV and rural women’s political 
struggles (women’s land rights and access to other productive resources, seed and food 
sovereignty and access to reproductive health rights and bodily autonomy). The SFA will also 
improve rural women’s understanding of the structural nature of GBV thereby informing 
their response and monitoring mechanisms.
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Strategic Focus Area 2: Building a Voice and Agency

Lobby and Advocate for the formulation, adoption and harmonisation of effective Policies, 
Strategies, National Action Plans and Accountability Systems to prevent and end GBV 
whilst holding duty bearers accountable for policy implementation where GBV policies and 
Strategies are well formulated. The fight for women’s land rights will incorporate the fight 
against GBV and related land grabs and build the agency of women, especially younger 
women to challenge systems of traditional authorities that block women’s rights and access. 
Most importantly to mibilise women to demand adequate budgets and resourcing for 
proper reproductive health services, education and sensitisation in schools, the homes and 
the community of the rights of women and girls and outlaw early child marriages. To achieve 
this each RWA country will carry out the following strategic actions:

SFA 1 Community Systems Strengthening

Objective 1 To build and strengthen RWA structures at community level to become part of the Response and 
Referral pathway

Strategic Actions •	 Establish community safety nets (safe spaces) and Healing Circles as response structures 
•	 Deepen RWA members understanding of the structural nature of GBV and its rootedness in 

patriarchy and capitalism
•	 Build a Collective of GBV Activists and Healing Circles Facilitators
•	 Creating safe spaces and establishing RWA clubs for women at grass-root/community 

level to deepen their understanding of  capitalism, patriarchy and imperialism and their 
interconnectedness with GBV

•	 Deepen the analysis of women’s experiences of violence and roll out  dear daughter dear son 
letters amongst RWA members 

•	 deep the understanding of the structural nature of GBV and the interconnectedness that exist 
between GBV and women’s landlessness, capture of agricultural systems and their right to 
seed and food sovereignty amongst RWA members

•	 Use social media campaigns against GBV and child marriages
•	 Build the capacity of RWA members to participate in leadership and decision making 

processes particularly land and natural resources governance
•	 Develop and strengthen community monitoring frameworks and mechanisms to prevent, 

track address and report violence against women

Key Audience •	 RWA Members
•	 Traditional leaders
•	 Community structures and institutions

Key Partners •	 Women’s Organisations and Coalitions
•	 Media Houses
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Strategic Focus Area 3: Recognition of GBV as a Crisis

Take the GBV fight to the SADC, AU and UN bodies and push for the recognition of GBV and 
Femicide as a Crisis. Advance the campaign that violence against women, femicide and child 
marriages have become a Crisis, and therefore Regional and International Institutions must 
to recognise and accept that GBV is a crisis that needs urgent attention, resources and the 
transformation of the prevailing systems of power- patriarchy and capitalism. To achieve 
this, RWA country chapters will carry out the following strategic actions.

SFA 2 Lobbying and Advocacy

Objectives To build a Voice and Agency of RWA members to challenge and transform Systems, Structures and 
Institutions of power in the fight against GBV

Strategic Actions •	 Advocate  for the repeal and abolishment of discriminatory customary and statutory  laws 
that discriminate against women]such as;

•	 FISP in agriculture sector, seed law [UPOV, Plant genetics act
•	 denial of land rights to women and Land grabbing by multinational companies particularly 

mining companies
•	 GBV policies and strategies and Inclusion of gender equality in the education systems
•	 All government employers trained on gender equality and GBV, Enforcement of 

implementation of labour laws which protect women in workplaces, protection of elderly 
rural women, women  living with disabilities  and other vulnerable groups

•	 Secure women’s right to seed, food, land, water 
•	 Campaigns against GBV and Child marriages
•	 Women’s participation in leadership, decision making processes, land and natural resources 

governance
•	 Empower women to have a voice and control over their bodies and to claim their reproductive 

health rights and challenge patriarchal land holding and religious and cultural beliefs
•	 lobby for adequate resources to respond to GBV cases, establishment of more one stop 

centres 
•	 Empower women to hold duty bearers accountable, challenge the status quo and interrogate 

cultural and religious behaviours and practices that perpetuate violence against women and 
girls (VAWG).

Key Partners •	 Gender Commission
•	 Human Rights Lawyers
•	 Women’s Organisations and Coalitions
•	 Media Houses
•	 RWA Members
•	 Members of the Public

SFA 3 Recognition of GBV as a crisis

Objectives To draw the attention of Regional and International Institutions to recognise and accept that GBV is 
a crisis that needs urgent attention

Strategic Actions •	 Run GBV Commission at SADC People’s Summit and ensure our issues are included in the final 
Petition

•	 	 Petition to AU Parliament and Council of Chiefs on the status of GBV in Southern Africa
•	 Present the GBV Report  and case stories at the UN Commission on the Status of Women 

(CSW) by taking our stories inside so that our issues are captured in the  UN Reports and 
inform UN GBV Strategies

•	 Use the SADC Model law on ending GBV and child marriages  to incorporate issues of rural 
women’s access to lands, seed and food sovereignty, health and access to other productive 
resources into the policies

•	 National Action Plans on ending GBV

Key Partners •	 AU Parliament and Council of Chiefs
•	 UN Women
•	 SADC Secretariat 
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Monitoring and Evaluation 
    
RWA will carry out Participatory Monitoring and Evaluation through trained Community 
Monitors. Monitoring shall help implementers and decision-makers track progress towards 
agreed objectives and to identify areas that require course correction when implementation 
deviates from the plan or when the context has changed to require new or different strategies. 
Monitoring shall include the systematic and routine collection of data on set performance or 
output indicators. 

In order for M&E to be used as an effective management tool, regular progress reporting 
shall be a standard feature of the monitoring function and shall include the following:
Quarterly reports: RWA shall prepare detailed quarterly progress reports outlining the 
progress towards agreed targets and key results. 

Annual progress reports: RWA shall prepare Annual progress reports on the implementation 
of the GBV Strategy.  RWA will develop a template for annual reporting of progress towards 
CDWC strategy strategic objectives, promote the use of this information for decision-making, 
and ensure dissemination to key stakeholders where applicable.  
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Climate Justice

The repercussions of man-made climate change have been starkly demonstrated in 
Southern Africa, where extreme weather events, intensified by greenhouse gas emissions, 
have triggered recurring cycles of droughts and severe cyclones. These calamities have 
led to a substantial toll, causing at least 890 fatalities and affecting approximately 2.8 
million individuals across Madagascar, Mozambique, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, and 
Zambia, as reported by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 
In addition, as is being evidently seen across the region, findings from the IPCC and other 
climate-change scientists (Fischer and others, 2001; Rosegrant and Cline, 2003; Fuhrer, 
2003; Parry and others, 2004) highlight the largely negative impacts that increased 
temperatures will have on crop productivity. Changes in the physical environment, due 
to climate change, are expected to have adverse effects on agricultural production, 
including staple crops such as millet, wheat, rice and maize. 

Within this crisis, rural women, who serve as primary caretakers and stewards of natural 
resources, bear the immediate and disproportionate impact of climate change. They 
confront disruptions in agricultural production, diminished water availability, escalated 
disease risks, and widespread loss of livelihoods. Compounding their vulnerability are 
systemic hurdles such as limited access to education, technology, financial resources, 
unequal land ownership, and restricted decision-making power. The poor performance 
of the agricultural sector has already transformed rural areas across the regions into 
zones of deep poverty and hunger. Its economic activities are very reliant on ecosystems 
and weather and this highlights its high vulnerability to climate change. Climate change 
negatively impacts rural farmers’ productivity and incomes, and the subregion’s food 
security. Other sectors affected include fisheries, forestry, tourism and ecosystems, 
water resources and health. Generally, the poorest and most food-insecure regions 
are expected to suffer the largest reduction of agricultural production due to climate 
change. The crisis could result in detrimental effects on the rural economy if steps are 
not taken to mitigate the risks. In addition, climate change aggravates already existing 
societal threats to gender security. As a threat multiplier, it catalyses and cements 
further the problem of marginalisation of women. When climate change disrupts 
agricultural activities and undermines the livelihood of rural women involved in farming, 
the problem of dependency on men for sustenance increases. Patriarchy-induced 
vulnerability to climate change affects women more negatively than men primarily 
due to unequal distribution of power (economic, political, cultural, religious, and social 
power) between both males and females. People’s vulnerability to climate change is 
particularly differentiated across groups (e.g. generations, age-classes, income-groups, 
occupations and gender). Rural women, in particular, are more vulnerable than rural 
men, but are known to function as agents of change in community natural-resource 
management, innovation, farming and care-giving. Therefore, rural women play critical 
roles in the adaptation to climate change. 

Mitigating climate change in Southern Africa necessitates a comprehensive strategy that 
encompasses various vital components. Foremost among these is the establishment of 
robust surveillance mechanisms aimed at monitoring climate-related risks, including 
the provision of early warnings for adverse weather events and the enhancement of 
disaster preparedness. Concurrently, a concerted effort to raise awareness across diverse 
stakeholders is crucial. This entails comprehensive information dissemination, education 
initiatives, and empowerment endeavours targeting policymakers and the broader 
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public. These efforts aim to bring to light the inherent risks posed by climate change 
to agricultural and rural development, underscore preventive measures, and facilitate 
the identification of adaptive strategies, drawing insights from both regional and global 
experiences. The pivotal role of agriculture and forestry emerges as a cornerstone in 
the fight against climate change, marked by initiatives focused on bolstering land 
management, innovating farming practices, and promoting afforestation endeavours 
to effectively reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Recognizing the significance of  rural 
communities, rural women in particular, in driving natural resource management 
and carbon sequestration underscores the need for their active involvement in these 
endeavours.  A critical yet often overlooked aspect involves the preservation and 
documentation of traditional environmental knowledge. This knowledge repository, 
when incorporated into environmental assessments and climate policies, stands to enrich 
decision-making processes significantly. To achieve this, a comprehensive approach 
encompassing documentation, integration, and dissemination of indigenous wisdom is 
essential, emphasising its integral role in shaping effective responses to climate change. 
Emphasising community-based and community-driven processes, especially involving 
indigenous or rural communities, underscores the need for a climate change knowledge 
management system that actively engages and incorporates their perspectives.

The Rural Women’s Assembly (RWA) recognizes the criticality of the climate crisis on 
rural women in particular and has placed it as a pivotal focal point in its strategy and 
initiatives in order to mitigate its inevitable impact. RWA’s endeavours revolve around 
amplifying the voices of rural women, advocating for their rights, championing climate 
justice, and exploring alternative pathways to mitigate their vulnerability. Integral to 
RWA's multifaceted approach is the promotion of agroecology and agroforestry as a 
sustainable farming method and an essential component of mitigating climate change. 
Agroecology aligns with RWA's objectives by offering an alternative farming approach that 
not only contributes to climate change mitigation but also fosters ecological resilience 
and food sovereignty. By advocating for and implementing agroecology, RWA seeks to 
address the systemic injustices impacting rural women while simultaneously striving 
for environmental sustainability and resilience in the face of climate crises.Through 
these concerted efforts, RWA aims not only to address the immediate impacts of climate 
change but also to challenge the systemic injustices perpetuating the marginalisation 
and vulnerability of rural women amidst environmental crises. Arguably, domination of 
women and the degradation of the environment are consequences of patriarchy and 
capitalism. Any strategy to address one must take into account its impact on the other 
so that women’s equality should not be achieved at the expense of the environment 
and neither should environmental improvements be gained at the expense of women 
as highlighted in ecofeminism.

The RWA's work on climate justice is guided by the following principles:

1.	 Rural women's right to a healthy and safe environment: Rural women have the 
right to live in a healthy and safe environment, and be protected and given 
assistance if and when impacted by climate change. This includes the right to 
clean air, water, and soil, as well as the right to protection from extreme weather 
events and other environmental hazards.

2.	 Rural women's right to participate in decision-making: Rural women must have 
a meaningful say in decisions that affect their lives, including decisions about 
climate change mitigation and adaptation. This includes the right to representation 
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in climate change policymaking processes, the right to access information 
and participate in public consultations, and the right to hold decision-makers 
accountable for their actions.

3.	 Rural women's right to equitable access to resources: Rural women must have 
equitable access to resources, including land, water, production tools, finance 
and relevant technology in order to adapt to the impacts of climate change. This 
includes the right to ownership and control of land, access to affordable credit 
and financial services, and access to appropriate technologies that enhance their 
livelihoods and resilience.

The RWA's commitment to climate justice is evident in its ongoing work 
and initiatives as outlined below:

1.	 Advocacy and policy interventions: The RWA engages in advocacy and policy 
interventions at national, regional, and international levels to promote climate-just 
policies and programs that address the needs and rights of rural women.

2.	 Capacity building and training: The RWA provides capacity building and training 
opportunities for rural women's organisations to enhance their knowledge of climate 
change issues, develop adaptation strategies, and advocate for their rights.

3.	 Community-based initiatives: The RWA supports and implements community-based 
initiatives that empower rural women to adapt to climate change, build resilience, 
and secure their livelihoods.

4.	 Partnerships and collaboration: The RWA collaborates with governments, international 
organisations, civil society organisations, and other stakeholders to advance climate 
justice for rural women.

RWA Climate Justice Actions

Advocacy and Collaboration: RWA's Participation in Ecological Platforms
RWA actively engages in the School of Ecology in Mauritius, uniting with 17 countries 
to combat ecological threats, particularly against beaches, marine pollutants, and 
corporate exploitation. This engagement serves as a platform for advocating climate 
justice, amplifying the voices of youth, and fighting capitalist environmental injustices.

ACJC Convenor: RWA's Advocacy for Climate Justice
RWA plays a role as one of the ACJC convenor organisations, spearheading advocacy for 
climate justice across Africa. Through virtual and physical activities, RWA collaborates 
with various organisations to support climate advocacy efforts.

Rural Women's Voices in Climate Justice Advocacy: Climate Emergency SPEAK OUT  
Rural women farmers, farm workers, fisher women and peasant communities are at the 
coalface of the climate emergency with their lives and livelihoods constantly under 
threat. For this reason, RWA hosted a Climate Emergency SPEAK OUT in Gauteng on 17 
November 2022, highlighting the dire impact of climate disasters on rural women's lives 
and livelihoods. It was done against the backdrop of the COP27 climate negotiations 
in Egypt and provided a platform for rural women from Southern Africa to share how 
climate disasters and extreme weather events affected their lives and livelihoods. 

Promotion of Traditional Seeds and Foods: Celebrating Indigenous Seed and Food 
Knowledge
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Zimbabwe and Zambia, among other RWA chapters, participate in organising and 
implementing annual indigenous seed and food festivals, celebrating traditional seeds 
and foods. This platform underscores the value of traditional agricultural practices and 
heritage, promoting local seeds and foods. It also aims to sensitise at a national level 
the importance of indigenous seed and food recognising their capacity to withstand 
climate change.

•	 RWA's Agroecology Schools: Building Rural Women's Capacity in Agroecology
•	 Annually conducted as a proactive response to climate change and in pursuit 

of establishing food and seed sovereignty; RWA organises agroecology schools. 
The inaugural feminist agroecology school took place in Zimbabwe in 2022, 
followed by Zambia hosting the event in 2023. These platforms specifically focus 
on augmenting the capabilities of rural women, serving as vital avenues for 
enhancing their skills and knowledge in agroecology and agroforestry.

•	 Tree Planting Campaigns: Reafforestation Initiatives  
•	 Across Lesotho, Madagascar, Zimbabwe, and Swaziland, RWA conducts ‘One 

woman, ten trees’ campaigns on World Tree Planting Day, fostering environmental 
conservation efforts. The campaigns aim for widespread tree planting and 
agroforestry. In addition,  ‘One woman, one Hectare’ campaigns are being done 
in South Africa.

•	 Climate Change Education in Schools: Fostering Awareness
•	 RWA collaborates with schools in different chapters to promote climate justice 

and agroecology farming among children. Through targeted programs in nursery 
schools, RWA aims to raise awareness and instil a consciousness about climate 
change from a young age.

•	 Capacity Building and Training: Empowering Rural Women on Climate Change
•	 RWA provides essential capacity building and training opportunities to rural 

women's organisations across multiple countries. These initiatives aim to enhance 
knowledge, develop adaptation strategies, and advocate for rights through 
campaigns, road shows, and practical approaches.

•	 FACE Project: Promoting Women's Rights in Climate Crises  
•	 Participating in the FACE Project consortium, RWA conducted mapping exercises 

in Zimbabwe, Zambia, Mozambique, Lesotho, Namibia and Swaziland, aiming to 
strengthen local civic society alternatives that champion women's rights within the 
context of climate change and environmental crises. RWA also participated in the 
African Peoples Counter COP in collaboration with the consortium organisations.

•	 Solidarity and Support During Crisis: RWA's Climate Solidarity Initiatives 
•	 In response to Cyclone Freddy's impact, RWA Zimbabwe and Zambia showed 

solidarity by actively visiting sisters and providing support to affected communities 
in Mozambique and Malawi respectively through donations of indigenous seeds 
and clothing. These acts exemplify RWA's commitment to aiding vulnerable 
populations in times of crisis.

•	 Addressing Water Scarcity: Sustainable Solutions
•	 RWA responds to water scarcity caused by climate change by implementing 
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solar-powered irrigation systems in countries like Zimbabwe. These initiatives 
aim to alleviate water shortages for household and farming purposes, ensuring 
sustainable practices.

The RWA's call for climate justice is centred on the following key 
demands:

•	 Access to finance and technology for rural women: Rural women must have 
access to affordable financial resources and appropriate technologies to invest 
in climate-smart agriculture, develop sustainable livelihoods, and participate in 
the green economy. This includes access to loans, grants, training, and technical 
support.

•	 Measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions: The RWA recognizes that addressing 
climate change at its root requires a global effort to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. The organisation supports policies and initiatives that promote clean 
energy, sustainable transportation, and energy efficiency, while also advocating 
for a just transition that protects the livelihoods of rural women and communities.

•	 Support for rural women to adapt to the impacts of climate change: Rural women 
need support and resources to develop coping mechanisms and resilience 
strategies in the face of climate change. This includes training in climate-smart 
agriculture practices, early warning systems for extreme weather events, and 
community-based disaster risk reduction programs.

•	 There is therefore a need to document traditional knowledge of the environment 
so that it could be used and incorporated into environmental assessments and 
climate policies.
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2019 RWA Declaration

Rural Women’s Assembly (RWA) of Southern Africa gathered together at Wits University, in 
Johannesburg from 26-29th November, 2019 to reflect on the ten years since our founding 
assembly in 2009. We have much to celebrate.

Our Solidarity

Today, RWA exists in South Africa, Mozambique, Malawi, Lesotho, Namibia, Swaziland, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe and Mauritius. We represent rural women in their great diversity – as 
small-scale farmers, farm workers, peasants, poor landless women, fishers, indigenous 
women, care givers, people living with disabilities, cross-border traders and LGBTIQ of 
Southern Africa, young and old. In this great diversity of language, culture, sexuality, histories 
and experiences we have managed to forge unity and solidarity

Our Vision

The first Rural Women’s Assembly in 2009 selected “We are the Guardians of Land, Life, Seed 
and Love” as the slogan to guide our approach and relation to nature and humanity. For the 
RWA we have identified land not simply as an “economic factor” but as a place of belonging, 
as a common territory, as our identity, our heritage and most importantly as life and therefore 
we have started a process of redefining, reshaping and reimagining our relationship to land. 
This relationship to land is also at the centre of our challenge to patriarchy and power.

Our commitment to our world and our nature in times of climate and 
capitalist emergency

The world in which we find ourselves today, only one decade after our founding assembly is 
a harsher world, scientists tell us that we have already crossed a series of tipping points. This 
risk is “an existential threat to civilisation”, they say, meaning “we are in a state of planetary 
emergency”. We know this well as our members in many parts of Southern Africa have lived 
through many disasters such as cyclones, hurricanes, extreme drought and floods.

Our focus on who controls land and access to the means of producing food has brought 
in a strong awareness for us of the way capitalism and patriarchy have impacted on food 
sovereignty, We have come to realize that our right to land cannot be separated from our 
right to food and water. By controlling and destroying our rights to food, clean water, natural 
resources, indigenous knowledge and seeds capitalism perpetuates violence against.

Patriarchal Capitalism is an expression of violence against women. Our struggle is also 
against systems of male dominance, discriminatory aspects of traditional culture, traditional 
authority and private property. These systems manifest in high rates of child marriages, 
polygamy, disinheritance of women’s rights to land and gender-based violence.

We demand legal reforms to ensure that the people who live on the land have user rights 
and security of tenure. We condemn governments’ silence on this, and also question the role 
of traditional authorities who do not condemn these exploitative norms and practices.

In our evolution as RWA, our focus as custodians of seeds has become a pivotal point of 
resistance and alternatives to the poverty, food insecurity, inequality and violence that so 
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many in our countries face. Africa faces a huge threat to its extensive mineral wealth and 
to its rich and diverse seed, food and farming systems, as multinational seed companies lay 
claim to seed varieties as their private possessions.

Africa’s natural inheritance, all living resources and future of its lands, forests and oceans that 
are interconnected are threatened by the gross extractivism that started with colonialism and 
now continues to be perpetuated by international corporations and our own governments 
in partnership with large capitalist interests. This mining of our ecosystems and our natural 
wealth is steadily killing our living continent.

Our governments move blindly towards a regionally seamless and expedited trade in 
commercially bred seed varieties for the benefit, mainly, of the foreign seed industry. RWA 
calls for food sovereignty and challenge corporate capture on food and seed systems.

RWA says No to GMO seeds! As small scale farmers and producers of traditional seeds, we 
will defend, protect, share and control of our indigenous and local seed systems. As RWA, we 
will endeavor to scale up indigenous seeds multiplication from household to community to 
national to Southern Africa regional level. We will advocate for the development of stand 
-alone indigenous seed policies. RWA will continue to fight against the criminalization of 
local seed saving and exchange. We will also preserve indigenous knowledge for future 
generations.

Rural women farmers know how to deal with insects without using pesticides, herbicides 
and insecticides. We also say NO to chemicals that harm our lives, our climate, and to the 
privatization of commons.

Our governance

RWA rejects the notion that simply putting women in government on a 50-50 basis is 
sufficient to change power relations in these institutions. We require a commitment from all 
governments in the region to work towards the elimination of the system of
patriarchy that perpetrates oppressive power relations between and feeds the on- going 
discrimination against women and girl children in our households, our communities, our 
workplaces and in all spheres of government. Patriarchy denies women and men their 
humanity. We strive to change all unequal power relations that deny our human dignity and 
freedoms.

Going Forward: Confronting the struggles and building alternatives

In the process of building our movement, there is a deep recognition that it is not only 
men who are the carriers of patriarchal ideologies and values, as women, we too have 
internalized patriarchal norms, culture and religion. It is through political formation that 
a feminist consciousness is created based on an understanding of patriarchy and unequal 
power relations. We learn through struggle and reflection on our own experiences. It is in 
the struggle that we develop our consciousness and become the new human beings upon 
which a new society can be founded.

•	 Our role is to push back and challenge patriarchy at all levels from the home, the 
community and society at large. Rural women must claim and own their bodies, 
their personal intimate space and their place in society. We must demand that our 
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connectedness to nature is respected. We are deeply committed to building this eco-
feminist methodology, ideology and practice as we believe it provides a basis for an 
alternative, loving human-nature that will enable all life to thrive.

•	 Rural women in the SADC region are disproportionately affected by the deadly impact 
of the climate crisis. RWA commits itself to develop a feminist manifesto and establish 
a platform with a view to influence and join the local, regional and international 
movement for climate justice

•	 RWA considers agro-ecology as an instrument for change in the face of climate 
emergency, for building resilience and as a method of empowerment of rural women 
farmers. We will pressurize governments to enact laws and policies as well as the 
allocation of financial resources for climate change adaptation and mitigation that 
will enable rural women to implement agro-ecology.

The RWA recognizes that we only have one home and that everything in our planet is 
connected through the web of life. Rural Women are building new ecologies and networks 
of solidarity as expressed in the evolving slogan of guardians of life, seeds, love, land and 
oceans based on protecting the source and developing systems of sufficiency.

RWA continues to place emphasis on the importance of globalizing this struggle, building 
hope and solidarity.

31st January 2020
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